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Autism and speech and language difficulties



 Common Traits-
 
 High-pitched or flat intonation: Some autistic children speak in a high-pitched or 

sing-song voice, or may sound flat and robotic.
 Recitation: It is not uncommon for autistic children to recite lines from a movie 

word-for-word, or talk endlessly about a favorite topic that is irrelevant to the larger 
conversation.

 Lack of ability to understand slang: Autistic kids tend to treat language as literal 
and may not understand slang or the "kidspeak" of their peers.

 Repetition: Often, autistic kids repeat the same phrase over and over. For example, 
counting from one to five repeatedly or asking questions to which they already know 
the answer.





Echolalia can also be a common feature of autism. Autistic children are not always 
nonverbal—many use words and may even use very complex "adult" words. With echolalia, 
these words are, in a sense, not their own.

A child says the words in the same order—and usually in the same tone—as they heard 
them on a TV show, read in a book, or overheard from a teacher or another adult in their life.

One of the difficulties in understanding echolalia in autistic children is that the repetitive 
echolalia speech patterns can be used for different reasons. Those purposes might change 
over time. It's also possible for a person to use echolalia for multiple purposes at the same 
time.

Reasons autistic children use echolalia in speech patterns include:

● Self-stimulation: Often called "stimming," this use of echolalia speech patterns is meant 
as a calming strategy. The repetition helps an autistic child cope with overwhelming 
sensory challenges.

● Prefabrication: The use of repeated phrases and scripts helps to communicate when it is 
too hard for the speaker to form their own original words.

● Self-talk: Memorized phrases may help a child talk themselves through a difficult process. 
They can use phrases heard from parents, teachers, or on television.



Non verbal autism

Nonverbal autism isn't an actual diagnosis. It's a term used for a subgroup of people with 
autism who never learn to speak more than a few words. An estimated 25% to 35% of 
autistic children are considered nonverbal.

Nonverbal autism tends to occur in people with high  support needs. In some cases, a child 
will eventually learn to speak. For those who don't, new approaches and technologies are 
making it possible for autistic children  to communicate in other ways.











https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qxkjwHgHKA&t=14s




https://speechandlanguage.info/parents/information


https://parent-games.speechandlanguage.info/



